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Teaching Resource �Academic Writing





The Three Liner -


Drafting an essay answer


�Type: 	Focusing ideas and drafting assignments. 





Links to: The Essay Promise, Assignment Paraphrase. 	





Key Words: WAC, academic writing, structure, assignment criteria.





Resources Required: Pen, Paper, an assignment question.





____________________


Introduction


This activity is good for ensuring that students actually answer the question posed in the assignment. In many coursework essays, students will simply write around the topic but never actually focus and answer the question. By completing this activity students will answer the question directly from the off and then also have a structure to build the rest of the piece on. 





This activity could be undertaken with or without tutor supervision. Due to the focused nature of the activity it could only be applied to specific assignment questions and therefore some care needs to be taken in its use. 


 


____________________





How to use this Resource


Give students a copy of the assignment question (it does need to be a title that actually poses a question), then first of all get students to write down:





A one-word answer to the assignment question (‘yes’, ‘no’, ‘maybe’ – or perhaps two words: ‘not quite’, ‘only sometimes’)





Then ask the students to expand the one-word answer into a sentence summarising their reason for saying that.





Then ask the students to expand that sentence into 3 sentences giving slightly more detail.  


 





Explain to the students that each sentence could then become the basis for a paragraph. If they then add an introduction and a conclusion they have a rough essay plan.


___________________





Variations











Your Notes

















Summary





Context: Homework/Seminar activity 	





Timing: 10 – 30 mins





Suggested


Group size: small/medium  








�





Theory & further resources





Learnhigher


� HYPERLINK "http://www.learnhigher.ac.uk" ��www.learnhigher.ac.uk�








The WAC Clearinghouse


� HYPERLINK "http://wac.colostate.edu/intro/" ��http://wac.colostate.edu/intro/� 








Writing@CSU - Colorado State University 


� HYPERLINK "http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/activities/index.cfm" ��http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/activities/index.cfm� 





The OWL at Purdue 


(Online Writing Lab)


� HYPERLINK "http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/" ��http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/� 











‘Keep Writing. Keep doing it and doing it. Even in moments when it’s so hurtful to think about writing’


Heather Armstrong, Blogger SXSW 2006.
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www.Learnhigher.ac.uk





Learnhigher is a collaborative Centre for Excellence in Teaching & Learning.  [Nottingham Trent University is one of 16 partner institutions, mainly responsible for developing learning resources and the pedagogy around academic writing]








www.learnhigher.ac.uk resource developed at Nottingham Trent University (2009)
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